The opening of the new Lifelong Learning Centre on the Gartholwg Campus in Church Village has generated new creative energy in the area. An original concept inspired by the Church Village actress Einir Sion ( better known perhaps to Observer readers as Bridget of Satellite City fame) and Heulyn Rees, the Co-ordinator of the Lifelong Learning Centre is an innovative creative community project. 

The theme of the project will be ‘Gartholwg’ and although the Steering Committee has temporarily called itself Cwmni Drama Gartholwg / The Gartholwg Drama Company, Einir, the Artistic Director explained that they are aspiring to something far broader than traditional drama. Their ambition is to create a fresh, exciting project that will include the whole community with an opportunity for all to contribute. It will be not just for performers, but for anybody who is interested in their local community, it’s history and culture. It will be an opportunity for people to work together, whatever their background,  young or old, ‘interweaving the generations’.  The project will reflect the bilingual nature of the area and initially it is planned to form separate English and Welsh groups working side by side with the groups combining at the end.

Of course, none of this can be achieved without finance and although the Welsh Arts Council are likely to make a contribution there will still be a need for some fund raising, therefore the committee would be pleased to hear from any Observer readers who have business and marketing expertise who would be willing to help with sponsorship or advice. 

It is hoped that this will be the first of many such projects. As Heulyn stated ‘A solid foundation and support from the outset will provide a firm footing for all kinds of projects in years to come ‘

How can you take part in this exciting new venture? Come along to the public meeting in the Lifelong Learning Centre on the Gartholwg Campus on May 15th at 7.30 p.m. where you will be warmly welcomed. 

