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Amy Wadge will be appearing at the Gartholwg Life Long Learning Centre, in Church Village, Pontypridd, on September 21st. Having just moved to the area, how does she enjoy living in Church Village? 

I Love it here, I’m happier than I could ever imagine. We have brilliant neighbours and our next door neighbours on both sides are expecting babies at the same time as us! It’s brilliant to live in such a dynamic, energetic community and to be a part of a new and establishing neighbourhood of our own. We’d wanted to move but we hadn’t really thought of leaving Cardiff. Then Alun, my husband, and I came up to stay with friends of ours who’d moved out here a year or so before us and we changed our plans immediately. We were fortunate enough to get a quick sale and bought a house on a brand new development and we simply haven’t looked back. Everything we could possibly have wanted is on hand, especially now that we’re expecting our first child with Gartholwg/Rhydfelen on our doorstep.
Rhydfelen or Gartholwg?

Well Alun’s an ex-Rhydfelen boy and loves to see his old colours so prominent in the village.  He’s strongly in favour of keeping the old name and see’s it as part of the area’s educational heritage. But we’ve got to get the baby a place in Ysgol Gartholwg first which sounds like it’s going to be a bit of a ruckus! Alun’s explained how this seems to be a never ending battle in the area.
You became familiar to Welsh speaking audiences first of all through Cariad @ Iaith and Cân i Gymru on S4C and the fact that you’ve released several tracks in Welsh.  How’s you’re Welsh coming along?
Not Brilliantly! I’m finding it very difficult but I do hope that will change when the baby arrives. Time is the main problem.  I understand quite a lot by now but I’m not able to speak much and I just haven’t got the guts to do it publicly.  Alun and I have conversations occasionally but it’s a bit weird changing languages when we’re so used to talking English to each other.  I really do hope that I’ll be able to get my head around the language once the baby’s born like a lot of other people we know have done. You learn to read and write and talk at the same pace as your kids, and learn songs too of course.
Cân i Gymru was a nightmare.  It’s one thing to record in Welsh, and even to perform those songs in Welsh but all the pressure of a live broadcast, a competition and performing in a second language frightened the living daylights out of me.  In English, if I fluff something or get words wrong I can usually busk my way out of trouble.  I’d have no chance of doing that in a language in which I haven’t even started feeling confident yet.  I’m very proud of the fact that ‘USA? Oes Angen Mwy’ got into the Top 10 of Radio Cymru/C2 charts though!
Are you looking forward to playing Gartholwg?

Yes, immensely, but I’m very nervous about it too. When I perform in Bristol, my home town I’m always scared because it’s my own patch! I feel the same about Church Village now, especially seeing as I’ve got so many friends in the area.  Also the Centre’s organisers are hoping to develop Gartholwg as a Live Music Venue for the area, which I think is a brilliant but I do feel some sense of responsibility to make a good night of it
 “Bump on the Road” Tour?

Yeah well, it’s a bit of a play on words seeing as my bump is really prominent now.  I’ll be gone six months by the time of the gig and playing guitar is already getting a bit awkward.  I have to sling it to the side a bit like a rock guitarist which is very unnatural for an acoustic artist.
What else is happing with you?

Well, I’ve been sitting in for Grav on Radio Wales since he’s been off, co-presenting “I’ll Show You Mine” with Frank Hennessy on Sunday nights. I’m pleased to say that Grav’s recovering well now and will be back soon.  It’s been a privilege to cover for him and working with Frank has been an unspeakably happy experience.  I’ll miss doing the show but of course I’m thrilled to see that Grav’s well again.

Other than that, I’m also on another tour with Hummingbird, the other project I’m involved in. That tour goes on until mid November. Our debut album’s just been released and is doing really well and is getting quite a bit of attention on Radio 2. I’m stopping touring then for the winter but I’ll be continuing to write for myself and some other artists I write for.  I’m also hoping to record another album while I’m off, to be released sometime in the spring. And then of course there’s the baby! So I think I’ve got enough to keep me busy, especially from the New Year onwards!
Amy Wadge appears at the Gartholwg Life Long Learning Centre, Church Village, Pontypridd on September 21st Tickets are £8.50 and are available by calling the Centre on 01443 219 589.

